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they had been intended as patrol ships for the river
Amazon. In August the Admiralty, with fortunate
prescience, purchased these odd craft, which were
heavily armoured, and carried each two 6-inch guns
mounted forward in an armoured barbette, and two
4*7 howitzers aft, while four 3-pounder guns were
placed amidships. Their draught was only 4 feet
7 inches, so that they could move in shoal water
where an ordinary warship would run aground.
These monitors were presently joined by other craft,
chiefly old ships of little value. French warships
co-operated, and the bombardment extended east
to Ostend. The Germans, unable to retaliate, were
pushed away from the coast. Nieuport was saved.
But the battle for the coast route was only begin-
ning. During the previous days, out of range of the
British fleet, the Germans had been struggling des-
perately for the Yser passage. The Duke of Wurtem-
berg was now in command, and with him were the
four new reserve corps. On Sunday the 25th there
was a crossing in great force, and for a moment it
looked as if the line of the Yser had been lost. But
in that country it is one thing to gain a position on
the west bank and quite another to be able to ad-
vance from it through the miry fields, intersected
with countless sluggish rivulets. As the Germans
tried to deploy from each bridge-head they were met
with stubborn resistance from the Belgian and French
entrenched among the dykes. For three days those
ragged battalions fought a desperate action in the
meadows. But even in country where the defence
has a natural advantage numbers are bound to tell,
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